1936 San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge Half Dollar 


100,055 pieces coined at the San Francisco Mint with 55 pieces reserved for annual assay, 28,631 returned for melting. 
Designed and modeled by Jacques Schnier and distributed through various banks, stores and bridge toll booths. The 
sponsoring agency was the San Francisco Clearing House, S. E. Reinhard, Chairman: Coin Division, San Francisco- 
Oakland Bay Bridge Celebration, 625 Market Street, Room 615, San Francisco. Image courtesy of Stacks Bowers Galleries. 


Approved by Congress on June 26, 1936 and issued to commemorate the opening of the San Francisco- 
Oakland Bay Bridge. 


Design: 
Obverse: California grizzly bear, standing, facing forward. Around upper circumference: UNITED — 
STATES — OF — AMERICA (TA of STATES touching bear’s right ear). In left field: IN / GOD / WE / TRUST in 
smaller letters. Around lower circumference: HALF DOLLAR (R of DOLLAR touching bear’s hind paw. In 
exergue, in small letters: LIBERTY (L of LIBERTY touches top of F of HALF). In left field near bear’s right 
paw, mint-mark S. In upper right field, artist’s initials in monogram: JS in relief. 


Reverse: San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge stretching from San Francisco to Yerba Buena Island and 
East Bay Hills, with Ferry Tower in the foreground. In water at left two ships about to pass under the 
bridge. Around upper circumference, superimposed over parts of the design: SAN FRANCISCO — 
OAKLAND BAY BRIDGE In exergue: 1936 


Tue SAN Francisco CLEARING House AssocIATION 
231 MILLS BUILOING 


FREDERICK H, COLBURN . SAN FRANCISCO, CAL. 
MANAGER 


PROPOSED COMMEMORATIVE COIN 
Re: SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND BAY BRIDGE 


To the Person Addressed: 


This is to acknowledge your recent letter. The great 
number of similar inquiries, compels us to respond in this 


way. 


April 10, 1936, Sen, Hiram W. Johnson introduced in 
Congress Senate Bill No. 4464 to authorize coinage by the 
U. S. Mint of a new fifty cent piece of special design to 
commemorate the Celebration of the completion of the San 
Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. 


If the Bill is passed and approved, and a Commemorative 
Half Dollar is issued in due time, it is now expected that 
the issue will be placed at the disposal of the Celebration 
Committee which will be privileged to purchase the issue at 
face value of the coins plus some production expense. Then 
the Committee will undertake to resell the coins at a premium 
as is the usual procedure. 


The San Francisco Clearing House Association consented 
to act as the "Official Recipient" required in such cases, 
but plans for the sale and delivery of the Commemoratives to 
individual purchasers have not been determined. 


Therefore we cannot at this time inform you as to whether 
the coin will be actually issued at all: or whether the ex- 
pected issue will be minted at one Mint exclusively or at more 
Mints: or the date on which they will be available: or where 
or by whom they will be sold: or the resale price, etc, No 
application or order blanks have been provided. 


Please be assured that your letter will not be lost sight 
of. Your interest is appreciated. You may expect to hear 
from us again or that we will refer your letter to some proper 
Committee for their attention and future action. 


Very truly yours, 


<AOriin. 


Manager. 


The San Francisco Clearing House Association 
231 Mills Building 
San Francisco, California 


Frederick H. Colburn 
Manager 


The coinage by the U. S. Mint of a new fifty cent piece of special design to commemorate the 
Celebration of the completion of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. 

If the Bill is passed and approved, and a Commemorative Half Dollar is issued in due time, it is now 
expected that the issue will be placed at the disposal of the Celebration Committee which will be 
privileged to purchase the issue at face value of the coins plus some production expense. Then the 
Committee will undertake to resell the coins at a premium as is the usual procedure. 

The San Francisco Clearing House Association consented to act as the ‘Official Recipient’ required in 
such cases, but plans for the sale and delivery of the Commemoratives to individual purchasers have not 
been determined. 

Therefore we cannot at this time inform you as to whether the coin will be actually issued at all: or 
whether the expected issue will be minted at one Mint exclusively or at more Mints: or the date on which 
they will be available: or where or by whom they will be sold: or the resale price, etc. No application or 
order blanks have been provided. 

Please be assured that your letter will not be lost sight of. Your interest is appreciated. You may expect 
to hear from us again or that we will refer your letter to some proper Committee for their attention and 
future action. 


Very truly yours, 


(signed) F. H. Colburn 
Manager 


Coin Division 

San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge Celebration 
November 12, 13, and 14 

San Francisco, California 


To Coin Collectors: 

A Commemorative one-half dollar celebrating the opening of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge 
has been authorized by the United States Congress in a Bill introduced by Senator Hiram W. Johnson of 
California and approved by the President on June 23, 1936. 

The present plans of this Committee include issuance of 100,000 on-half dollars. All coins remaining 
unsold, at a date to be determined very shortly, are to be returned to the United States Mint for re-melting. 

The design of the coin which is being made by Jacques Schneir, famous young California sculptor, will 
show the California Grizzly Bear facing forward on the obverse and on the reverse the great Bridge 
stretching across San Francisco Bay. The date of the coin will be 1936. 

The demand for these coins is already very brisk and orders will be filled in accordance with the date 
on which they are received. There is every likelihood that the entire issue will be sold very speedily and 
collectors are urged to send in their orders as soon as possible so that they may not be disappointed. The 
coin will be minted at San Francisco only and should be available for delivery on or about the first of 
October. 


“WHEN PERSONIFYING CALIFORNIA, medalists generally fall back upon the grizzly bear. Symbolically, 
the choice is opposite, for the grizzly is a California totem and appears on both the state shield and 
banner. Moreover, the massive figure offers many possibilities to build an interesting composition within a 
circle. An unusually successful treatment is that of Monarch II (who was billed as the ‘last of the California 
grizzlies’) on the obverse of the Bay-Bridge half dollar. Monarch is depicted in three-quarter view by San 
Francisco artist Jacques Schnier, while a foreshortened version of the bridge, with historic Ferry Tower in 
the foreground, can be seen on the reverse. 


Preparations for the coin apparently got underway soon after its authorization on June 26, 1936, for on 
the following July 20, Frank R. Havenner, chairman of the San Francisco Citizen’s Celebration 
Committee, wrote to the acting Mint Director: 


My dear Miss O’Reilly: Replying to your letter of July 11, 1936, regarding the commemorative coin for 
the celebration of the completion of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge: although you specify that we 
submit a plaster cast of our chosen design, | am taking the liberty of sending you herewith photographic 
copies of the final sketch for the design which the artist Jacques Schnier, has submitted and which has 
been approved by this Committee, subject of course to your decision. 

If there are any errors which may be corrected, we would be glad to have your notification thereon 
before the completion of the plaster model on which the artist is at present engaged. 

Can you tell us approximately the length of time which must be allowed for the making of the die and 
the minting of the coins after you have received our plaster cast? 

We are enclosing a brief dossier of the artist who, you will notice, has had many important awards in 
his work in recent exhibits. Very truly yours. 

The sketches were forwarded to the Commission of Fine Arts two days later, and on the 31st, Chairman 
Charles Moore replied: 


Dear Miss O’Reilly: The photograph of the sketch models of the coin to celebrate the opening of the 
San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge, which your submitted with your letter of July 22, have been brought 
to the attention of Mr. Lee Lawrie, sculptor member of the Commission. Mr. Lawrie suggests that the 
letters be made somewhat larger, more like those on United States coins. 

The Commission concur in these criticisms and suggest that Mr. Schnier embody them in his plaster 
models. It is understood that the final models will be submitted to the Commission of Fine Arts. 

For the Commission of Fine Arts: Very truly yours. 


By mid-September, Shiner’s plaster models had been examined by the Commission, resulting in the 
following letter of the 24th, from Moore to Miss O’Reilly: 


Dear Miss O’Reilly: The Commission of Fine Arts at their meeting on September 18, 1936, considered 
the photographs of the models of the 50-cent piece authorized by Congress to be struck in celebration of 
the opening of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. The photographs had been brought to the 
attention of Mr. Lee Lawrie, sculptor member of the Commission. 

Mr. Lawrie suggests that the sculptor be asked to remodel the bear’s snout. Prints of a western grizzly 
are inclosed showing how the nose should be drawn. Also the Commission advise that the legend, ‘In 
God We Trust,’ appear in a place other than that shown in the model. A photograph of the revised model 
should be submitted to the Commission. For the Commission of Fine Arts: Very truly yours. 

The latter criticism was volunteered by Commission member John M. Howells who failed, however, to 
suggest a suitable alternative. Schnier, unable to redistribute the legends successfully, contacted the San 
Francisco Citizen’s committee, which appealed to the Mint for specific instructions. The problem was 
referred back to the Commission of Fine Arts, then to Lawrie, and finally to Howells, all without result. 


Finally, on October 1, Havenner wired to the Mint: 


In connection with the Bay Bridge commemorative coin, we note Daniel Boone coin shows no legend 
‘Liberty, San Diego coin no ‘E Pluribus Unum.’ May sculptor eliminate legend ‘E Pluribus Unum’ from 
design and change ‘In God We Trust’ to former position of ‘E Pluribus Unum’? This will solve problem 
completely and improve composition of design. Please wire at once your ruling. 

Miss O’Reilly wired back her consent, and a few days later Schnier mailed prints of the altered models 
to Washington. There they were quickly approved by the Commission of Fine Arts and the Treasury 
Department, permitting the coins to be distributed from November 20, a few days after the opening of the 


Bay Bridge.”’ 


1 An Illustrated History of Commemorative Coinage, Don Taxay, ARCO Press, New York City, 1967, p. 232-233, 235. 
Merena Galleries, Inc., Box 1224, Wolfeboro, NH 03894, 1991, p. 405-406. 


“Berkeley, Aug. 14.-Appointment of Jacques Schnier, sculptor who will design the commemorative 
half-dollar celebrating completion of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge, as instructor in modeling in 
the School of Architecture at the University of California was announced today. 

Schnier, who has won a number of sculpture awards in the Bay region during the last few years, will 
take the place of the late Earl Cummings. The appointment was announced by Prof. Warren C. Perry, 


chairman of the university art department.”* 


San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge Celebration 
November 12, 13, and 14 
San Francisco, California 


The price has been set at $1.50, for counter sales, for each coin and for out of town sales, the prices are 
as follows: 


1 coin, $1.65, each. Total..... $1.65 

2 coins, $1.60, each. Total..... 3.20 
3 coins, $1.58, each. Total..... 4.74 
5 coins, $1.56, each. Total..... 7.80 
10 coins, $1.55, each. Total..... 15.50 


These prices include packing, postage and insurance. For orders of more than 10 coins, please use 
the rate of 10 as a basis — for instance, 25 coins will take 2’4 times the 10 rate. In order to assure delivery 
to all bona fide collectors, individual orders are limited to 100 coins each. 

The coin will be a beautiful souvenir of the completion of the longest bridge in the world. The 
celebration will include a three-day Fiesta, November 12, 13, and 14, at which time all the colorful charm 
of San Francisco will be spread for our visitors. 

Thanking you for your inquiry about the coin, we are, 


Sincerely yours, 


Courtesy of the U. S. Commission of Fine Arts 
Minutes of Meeting held in Washington, D.C. September 16, 1936. 


The following members were present: 
Mr. Moore, Chairman, 

Mr. Clarke, 

Mr. Howells, 

Mr. Savage, 

Mr. Shepley, 


Also Mr. H. P. Caemmerer, Secretary and Executive Officer. 


San Francisco Memorial Coin: The secretary submitted photographs of models for the San Francisco 
Memorial Coin. Mr. Lawrie had inspected them and advised that the sculptor be asked to remodel the 
bear’s snout; he submitted a print of a grizzly for the guidance of the artist. The commission agreed with 
Mr. Lawrie in this matter. 


Also the Commission thought that the motto, “In God We Trust”, at the right of the bear was rather crowed 


and that the artist should select another place on the model for it. A report was sent to the Acting director 
of the Mint with photographs of the revised model, embodying these recommendations. (Exhibit A) 


2 Oakland Tribune, Sculptor Gets U. C. Position. Friday, August 14, 1936. 


Also the Commission thought that the motto, “In God We Trust”, at the right of the bear was rather crowed 
and that the artist should select another place on the model for it. A report was sent to the Acting director 
of the Mint with photographs of the revised model, embodying these recommendations. (Exhibit A) 


Exhibit A 
September 24, 1936 
Dear Miss O’Reilly: 

The Commission of Fine Arts at their meeting on September 16, 1936, considered the photographs of 
the models of the 50-cent piece authorized by Congress to be struck in celebration of the opening of the- 
San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. The photographs had been brought to the attention of Mr. Lee 
Lawrie, sculptor member of the Commission. 

Mr. Lawrie suggests that the sculptor be asked to remodel the bear’s snout. Prints of a western grizzly 
are enclosed showing how the nose should be drawn. Also the Commission advises that the Legend, “In 
God We Trust”, appear in a place other than that shown in the model. A photograph of the revised model 
should be submitted to the Commission. 

For the Commission of Fine Arts: 


Very truly yours, 


(Signed) Charles Moore, 
Chairman, 


Miss M.M. O’Reilly, 

Acting Director of the Mint, 
Treasury Department, 
Washington, D.C. 


Would you please have the artist return the photographs and print? 


Left: Sketches by Jacques Schnier for San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge half dollar. Right: Adopted models for issue. 
Taxay, p. 234. 


Left: Sketches by Jacques Schnier for San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge half dollar. Right: Adopted models for issue. 
Taxay, p. 234. 


Courtesy of the U. S. Commission of Fine Arts 
Minutes of Meeting held in Washington, D.C. September 16, 1936. 


The following members were present: 
Mr. Moore, Chairman, 

Mr. Clarke, 

Mr. Howells, 

Mr. Savage, 

Mr. Shepley, 


“To the Chairman of the Commission of Fine Arts Charles Moore from the Acting Director of the 
Mint Mary O’Reilly on October 1, 1936, regarding the designs of the Bay Bridge San Francisco- 
Oakland Half Dollar. 


This Bureau is today in receipt of the following telegram from Mr. Frank R. Havenner, Chairman of the 
San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge Celebration: 

‘Sculptor will remodel bear's nose on Bay Bridge commemorative coin but would like explicit 
instructions as to where legend ‘In God We Trust’ should be placed on design STOP the arrangement of 
the two legends ‘E Pluribus Unum’ and ‘In God We Trust’ are now in balance. STOP would appreciate 
wired instructions on this point. STOP Thank you for the grizzly pictures and your promise to help in 
expediting coin. Frank R. Hanevwver [sic], Chairman. 


To the Superintendent of the San Francisco Mint P.J. Haggerty from the President of the Bank of 
America in San Francisco on November 16, 1936, regarding the Bay Bridge San Francisco- 
Oakland Half Dollar. 


Now that the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge Celebration has come to a close and the pressure of 
business connected with it has subsided, | find an opportunity to write and say thank you, as Chairman of 
the Finance Committee of the Celebration, for the splendid cooperation shown by you in handling the 
United States half dollar coins commemorating the Bay Bridge. 


It was the expeditious manner in which you minted the coins and secured clearance from Washington 
authorities that made it possible to distribute coins to banks and stores in San Francisco for sale during 
the days of the Celebration, thus adding greatly to the funds raised for celebration purposes. 

| also wish to thank you for the courtesy extended in issuing certificates for the first hundred 
commemorative coins minted. 

| speak for the entire Finance Committee as well as for myself, and ask that you kindly express our 


sincere appreciation to other members of your organization who aided you in producing the coins.”$ 


| J. F. T. O’Connor, United States Comptroller of the Currency, 
ary ADONTIT 2M ME'AIT'C! was a guest of the Oakland Clearing House Association 
SRbedse LER VY WE A OY vesterday. Here, O'Connor (center) looks over an application 
blank for one of the commemorative 50-cent pieces to be 
minted in honor of the Bay Bridge opening as Mayor W. J. 
McCracken (left) and S. E. Reinhard, chairman of the coin sales 
committee here, look on. Courtesy Oakland Tribune, Friday, 
October 2, 1936. 


“Nearly 40 members of the Oakland Clearing House 
Association attended a luncheon in honor of J. F. T. 
O’Connor, United States Comptroller of the Currency, 
at the Claremont Country Club yesterday. 

Issuance of a series of commemorative 50-cent 
pieces minted in honor of the opening of the 
$77,600,000 San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge was 
discussed. V. J. La Motte, vice chairman of the 
association, presided in the absence of Russell Lowry, 
the chairman, who is ill. 

Joseph Grut receiver for the defunct Central 
National Bank, who brings the three-year receivership 
to a close on October 15 with a 100 per cent payment 


to all depositors, introduced O’Connor.”? 


“, . . The Coin Committee Chairman Frank R. Havenner requested that the Mint place the first 200 
strikings in numbered envelopes, accompanied by official documentation. The first 100 impressions of 
this issue—produced as normal coinage—were placed in numbered coin envelopes. Twenty-two of these 
specimens, numbering from the mid-50s, were never officially presented and became available. They 
were offered for sale with documentation in attractive Capital holders. These specimens were not struck 
from highly polished dies, nor is there anything special about their surface features. However, these full 
original coins will grade at least MS-65 today. To assist with a dealer promotion, Schnier in 1980 
autographed approximately 500 cards—for $5 each-that pictured him holding his creation. These cards 
have a cutout for the half dollar; they were placed in sealed hard plastic holders, accompanied by pieces 
grading AU-55 through MS-63. | would base acquisition on the coin’s grade, plus $20 for the holder. The 


same applies to the promoted Elgin coin, which is housed in exactly the same sealed plastic holder.”4 


3 The Authoritative Reference on Commemorative Coins 1892-1954, by Kevin Flynn, published by Kyle Vick, 2008, p. 260. 


4 Oakland Tribune, J. F. T. O'Connor, was a guest of the Oakland Clearing House Association, Friday, October 2, 1936. 
4079 Albany Post Road, Hyde Park, NY 12538. 


SUPERINTENDENT U. S. MINT 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
UNITED STATES MINT 


SERISETOE SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 


NTENDENT 
THE SUPERINTEND November 
Fourth, 


1936. 


TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN: 


This is to certify that the 
accompanying SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND BAY 
BRIDGE COMMEMORATIVE HALF DOLLAR was the 
eighty-fifth piece struck of this coinage 
at the Mint of the United States at 
San Francisco, California, on November 
4, 1936. 


Attest: 


Ky 4} Of. LAS = 


Superintend ent »/U- 5. Yint, 
San /Franciseo, California. 


1936-S Bay Bridge Half With Documentation As One of First Hundred Struck. An uncertified example of the Bay Bridge half 
(our estimated grade MS66) with dappled green-gold toning over light silver-gray surfaces. Housed in a hard plastic case 
with a manila envelope bearing the number ‘85,’ explained by way of another envelope-and-letter from the Superintendent 
of the San Francisco Mint, a signed attestation that the accompanying coin was the 85th example of the type struck. A 
fascinating lot with a strong sense of history. Courtesy Heritage Auction Galleries. 


“, Next, a letter from Benjamin C. Greer (R-2313, TX): 


. .. Helen | have enclosed a copy of a recent acquisition for which | am interested in learning whether 
any members have knowledge about its derivation and/or value. Also, | would be happy to send it, 
postage paid both ways, of course, to anyone wanting a closer look in exchange for an estimate as to its 
value. Question... Would it alter the intrinsic value to replace the coin with a higher-grade specimen and 
any suggestions as to where or by whom would one have it re-encapsulated?. . . 

Certainly having the autograph of Mr. Schnier is a particularly nice addition to any collection, and | 
suppose its value is what the owner estimates it to be. | believe | bid $100 for the photo along, so the 
edition of the coin would have to be considered. | would not suggest replacing the coin, as you could very 
easily damage the holder and the insert card). . . 

(Editor's Reply: The item you have is one with which | am very familiar. A coin dealer in California 
became acquainted with Jacques Schnier, designer of the Bay Bridge commemorative half dollar. 


BAY BRIDGE 
COMMEMORATIVE HALF DOLLAR 
DESIGNED BY JACQUES SCHNIER 


A 1936-S Bay Bridge half dollar housed in a plastic-encapsulated cardboard coin holder with halftone portrait of the coin's 
designer Jacques Schnier holding a plaster model of the half dollar obverse depicting a California grizzly bear. This is 
autographed "Jacques Schnier 171/1000." The plaster model appears to match the adopted obverse in all details, sans 
mintmark, which was applied to the dies at the Philadelphia Mint before they were shipped to San Francisco where the 
coins were manufactured. The back of the card contains a brief history of the famous Bay Bridge along with information 
about the special issue of 1,000 encapsulated Bay Bridge half dollars in Schnier's holders: ‘To celebrate this scarce coin's 
jubilee, 1000 uncirculated specimens were selected from the original 71,369 net mintage . . . [each] sealed in a custom 
holder. . . Copyright J. Schnier 86.’ Courtesy Stacks Bowers Galleries. 


Together they decided to offer for sale encapsulated Bay Bridge commemorative half dollars showing Mr. 
Schnier, holding his plaster model, which he then personally autographed and numbered. 


The reverse of the holder gave a short history of the bridge and the coin itself. However, the promotion 
was not completely carried out. In trying to acquire the coins, the dealer found he could not secure 
enough specimens to meet the ‘1000’ specified on the holder. | was informed that only approximately 500 
were ever encapsulated, as the prices being asked by dealers were too high to make the project 
workable.”> 


SAN FRANCIICO OAKLAND BAY BRIDGE CLLEBRATION 
NOVEMBER 11,12, 11, 14 170 


A pair of Bay Bridge half dollars and an exceedingly rare original San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge half dollar order 
form. The order form, measuring 235 mm x 202 mm, is printed with black ink on blue-green paper. Actual-size half tones of 
the coin designs are printed on silver ink circles, between two columns of text. Although the obverse design appears to be 
a perfect match for the design adopted on the coin, the reverse is notably different from the adopted type—it is without 
stars and displays both mottoes E PLURIBUS UNUM and IN GOD WE TRUST. So far as we are aware, this order form is the 
only contemporary documentation depicting this prototype reverse design. 

The order form above reads in part as follows: 

‘San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge Celebration / November 11, 12, 13, 14, 1936 / Headquarters: / 625 Market Street, 
Room 615 / San Francisco / "To the citizens of the San Francisco Bay Area: 

‘A United States one-half dollar coin commemorating the opening of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge had been 
authorized by Congress in a bill introduced by Senator Hiram W. Johnson of California and approved by the president on 
June 26, 1936. 

‘The design of this coin, which has been made by Jacques Schnier, famous young California sculptor, shows on the 
obverse the California Grizzly Bear facing forward, and on the reverse the great bridge stretching across San Francisco 
Bay. The date on the coin will be 1936... 

‘As only a limited supply of these coins will be minted, viz., 100,000, the Celebration Committee reserves the right to 
limit the maximum number of coins which any one person may order, such number will prevent speculators from 
purchasing the available supply and will permit the Committee to fill the order of citizens of the Bay Area... 

"Delivery of the coins from the Mint is expected in the latter part of October of this year . . . The premiums on the coins 
will be used to defray part of the expenses of the celebration." Courtesy Stacks Bowers Galleries. 


5 The Commemorative Trail, The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, Letter’s to the Editor, Fall/Winter — 
1999, Volume 16 — No. 1 & 2, p. 5-6. 


The blue colored order form was intended for out-of-San Francisco county residents. There is a yellow 
colored form for local residents. The difference was to allow for the correct postage. I'd love to get my 
hands on the local residents form - saw one way back in the late 1990s but the idiot dealer wouldn't sell it 
to me claiming that | ‘ripped’ dealers. Me? All | asked the guy was how much and he pulled it out of his 


case and put it away.”® 


“Supply of commemorative 50-cent pieces minted in honor of the opening of the San Francisco- 
Oakland Bay Bridge is virtually exhausted with February 15 set as the deadline for sales, it was 
announced today. 

After that date the unsold coins will be returned to the mint for re-melting, according to S. E. Reinhard, 
chairman of the coin sales committee of the bridge celebration group. 

The 50-cent pieces were issued in November and already have become collector's pieces. One 
hundred thousand were minted. Most of them have been sold through all banks in the Bay Region. 


Banks will continue to handle the coins up to the last day, Reinhard said.”” 


“A Hoard of Bay Bridge Halves Discovered 

With a net mintage of more than 70,000 pieces, the San Francisco—Oakland Bay Bridge Half Dollar is 
one of the most readily available commemorative issues of the 1930s. It’s reasonable to believe that 
coins of this type may still exist in roll quantities. In fact, such is actually the case, as | discovered in 
December of 1992. 

At that time, the president of the Pacific Coast Numismatic Society was Dr. Paul D. Holtzman, who was 
also active in the California Academy of Sciences, located in San Francisco. Paul and | are old friends, 
having known each other for more than a dozen years as active members of the PCNS. As the only 
numismatist within the academy’s ranks, he had been given the task of evaluating its collection of coins 
with an eye toward establishing its wholesale value. Since Paul’s specialty is not United States coins, he 
asked me whether | would evaluate the American portion of the Academy’s collection. A fellow PCNS 
member, coin and antiquities dealer, Mark W. Clark, was also drawn into this project to appraise the 
foreign coins, tokens and other miscellany. The three of us assembled at Paul’s home one evening and, 
despite his plying us with numerous exotic varieties of the brewer’s craft, managed to wade through the 
mass of randomly gathered bits of metal. 

To call this assemblage a collection would be doing great discredit to any true numismatist. In fact, the 
Academy’s holdings of coins represented little more than many years’ accumulation of seemingly random 
donations, likely made without any eye toward the building of a meaningful presentation. So far as was 
known, none of these coins had ever been included in an exhibit by the Academy, and it was probable 
that the trustees of that institution viewed the coins as nothing more than a potentially disposable asset. 
Even so, someone in its employ had diligently prepared an inventory of the collection, complete to the 
most minute detail. 

That said person was not a numismatist would be an understatement. Each entry was made as though 
he had cataloged some object, the very existence of which was hitherto unknown. Let me illustrate. The 
collection included some very recent and utterly worthless coins, such as a 1961-D nickel in AU condition. 
| don’t recall the exact wording used to describe this specimen, but it went something like this: 


United States of America: five cent piece, nickel metal, front - head of Thomas Jefferson facing left, IN 
GOD WE TRUST at left, LIBERTY at right, date of manufacture at lower right separated from last by five- 
pointed star, back — Jefferson’s home Monticello at center, name of same below, E PLURIBUS UNUM 
above, FIVE CENTS and UNITED STATES OF AMERICA below all, small letter D to right of building, 
significance unknown, possibly pertaining to place of manufacture. 

Each such entry was numbered sequentially and fully described as above. For the sake of amusement, 
| could relate some others, but you get the idea. Fortunately, the Academy’s cataloger stopped short of 
painting an acquisition number in white ink on the face of the coin, as one other notorious San Francisco 
museum is known to have done with its collection. 


8 SUSCC. 
f Berkeley Daily Gazette, Deadline Set On Bay Bridge Coins. Monday Evening, February 8, 1937. 


| could relate some others, but you get the idea. Fortunately, the Academy’s cataloger stopped short of 
painting an acquisition number in white ink on the face of the coin, as one other notorious San Francisco 
museum is known to have done with its collection. 

My task was simply to examine each coin and determine a reasonable wholesale value, then call it out 
to Paul, who would write it down next to the catalog description. 

As | went through the several hundred coins, many were dismissed quickly with the simple cry of 
‘bullion’ or ‘spend it,’ while still others required some thought. There were some pleasant surprises, such 
as a deeply toned 1909-S Lincoln Cent which, to everyone’s delight, turned out to have the designer’s 
initials on the back. | graded it AU and assigned it a corresponding value. Since it was the lonely Lincoln 
Cent of that period included in this gathering, I’ve speculated that it may have been simply taken from 
circulation in 1909 as an example of the popular new cent and then deposited with the Academy for future 
generations to admire. No thought would have been given by a non-numismatist to its potential rarity, as 
this variety was simply the first to enter circulation in the San Francisco area. 

Another delight which made the job pass more quickly was the inclusion of two mint fresh 1927 Double 
Eagles. Before | had the chance to examine these coins, there had been some speculation that they 
might be examples of the scarce 1927-S or even the phenomenally rare 1927-D. Sadly, what had been 
interpreted as a mintmark by some was nothing more than the designer’s monogram. The two twenties 
bore no mintmarks and were simply nice BU specimens of the common Philadelphia striking. 

The greater part of the United States coins consisted of pieces ranging from face value or bullion value 
to those worth about $10-$25. These included some early Indian Head Cents in the middle grades, a few 
type coins, some common silver dollars, and the typical assortment one finds of coins which are no longer 
in circulation but which have yet to attain much value. The most unusual discovery was of a battered Oak 
Tree six Pence of Massachusetts. | was hesitant to render an opinion, but ANACS ultimately determined 
that the coin was genuine, albeit quite ugly. 

Now to the reason for writing this account. The most gratifying discovery in the entire U.S. portion of 
the collection was an original hoard of 22 Bay Bridge Half Dollars. In calling this group original, | mean to 
say that they all possessed varying degrees of similar toning and therefore likely resided with one another 
since the time of striking. While the toning was in some instances unattractive, the basic range and 
pattern of coloring was the same. | don’t know how these were stored over the years, as they were 
individually wrapped when | examined them. 

In contrast, the other coins were found segregated by lots into a series of plastic bags. Again, | believe 
that this was done shortly before | examined them, perhaps by the misguided cataloger. 

The various degrees of toning, from moderate to extremely deep, made grading these halves difficult. 
Still, whatever their coloring, most exhibited remarkable luster. After careful study, | separated them into 
groups by grade. 


| evaluated them as follows: 


MS-60, 61, 62: 10 pieces 
MS-63: 6 pieces 
MS-64 and above: 6 pieces 


I’m a very conservative grader when it comes to doing evaluations, because | don’t want people to be 
disappointed with the amount actually realized from a sale to others. It’s possible that | may have erred on 
the side of conservatism with this lot. Despite their hidden luster and their relative absence of bagmarks, | 
downgraded many of these coins to MS-62 and lower because of the extreme and often unattractive 
toning. One piece that | graded MS-60 even exhibited some signs of rust. 

Despite these problems, there were six coins which possessed exceptional surfaces and pleasing 
coloration. | was certain that these merited the grade of MS-64 at the very least, and | recommended that 
they be submitted to a grading service for encapsulation, along with the 1909-S VDB Cent and the two 
Double Eagles. It seemed that if the Academy ultimately chose to sell off its coins, the best chance of 
realizing the value of these better pieces would be with certification of their grades. 

My grading did prove conservative with respect to the Bay Bridge Halves, as the six came back with 
grades of MS-65 (2) and MS-66 (4). Although there were only two pieces in this group that | considered 
attractive enough that I’d be willing to pay a price commensurate with their grades, it's apparent that the 
marketplace thinks otherwise. 


Some experts, notably Q. David Bowers, have likewise remarked that certain deeply toned coins have 
earned very high grades despite their limited eye appeal, and | agree that such coins may present a risky 
purchase. It’s always preferable to trust one’s own instincts over whatever grade may be assigned by 
others, and this is particularly true when it’s not certain what lies underneath such deep toning. 

To everyone’s surprise, the 1909-S VDB Cent came back graded as MS-64BN (brown). | took another 
look at it and concluded that my first impression was correct, the opinion of experts notwithstanding. The 
coin was worth only AU money in my judgment. The two 1927 Double Eagles were each graded MS-63, 
although they looked to me to be on the high end of that grade, what some might call PQ (Premium 
Quality). 

All considerations of grading aside, the real charm of the 22 Bay Bridge Half Dollars is that they have 
apparently resided in each other’s company for nearly sixty years. The reason for including such a 
quantity in the Academy’s holdings is unknown, although the M. H. deYoung Memorial Museum, located 
a few hundred yards across the Music concourse from the California Academy of Science in San 
Francisco’s Golden Gate Park, is known to possess the very first Bay Bridge Half Dollar. 

While this piece is not presently located, its inclusion in that museum’s collection suggests that a 
conscious effort was made in 1936 to preserve specimens of this issue for future generations of city 
residents and visitors. Sadly, neither institution has standing displays of coins, and only the deYoung has 
even attempted to use them in conjunction with other exhibits. 

At present, the Academy has no plans to dispose of its coins. The administrator who initiated the 
inventory and evaluation of these items is soon to retire, and it’s likely that the whole matter will be 
forgotten until some time of great financial need. It remains to be seen whether some future 
administration will profit from the work undertaken two years ago and whether the population of Bay 


Bridge Halves in the marketplace will be enhanced by these 22 pedigreed examples”® 


“When President Roosevelt was unable to come to the opening ceremonies of the San Francisco- 
Oakland Bay Bridge on November 12, members of the Oakland Junior Chamber of Commerce decided to 
send the Bridge to him. 

So today a miniature of the giant span, wrought in silver and gold, is being packed and will go forward 
to the Chief Executive with a Christmas card from the Oakland Junior Chamber of Commerce. 

President H. Buford Fisher, and Secretary Hal Corbin of the civic organization retrieved the halves of 
the golden link that was burned in two by Governor Merriam and turned them over to Davidson & Licht, 
Oakland jewelers, for the construction of a souvenir for the President. The firm entrusted the job of 
designing and executing the memento to H. M. Iversen, master jeweler and the resulting piece is his 
work. 


Burl Used In Base 

The token is in the form of a heavy paper weight measuring six by eight inches; a base of California 
redwood burl with a single span of the great bridge, complete in every detail, swung between towers 
formed by the halves of the golden link and rising above a relief map of the Bay showing the bridge in its 
exact geographical situation and proportion. 

Metropolitan Oakland with its unique and efficient system of approaches is indicated in detail as are all 
features of Oakland’s harbor system. The Bay Bridges exposition site with its advantageous location also 
is indicated. As a direction-indicator on the map one of the commemorative Bay Bridge coins is framed 
into the design. 


8 The Commemorative Trail; The Journal of the Society for U.S. Commemorative Coins, A Hoard Of Bay Bridge Halves 
Discovered by David W. Lange (R-1779, CA), Summer/Fall — 1994, Volumes 11 -= #4/12 - #1, p. 54-57. 


Panels Carry Message 

Completing the picture are two panels of engraving, one of presentation to the President and the other 
of explanation. These read as follows: ‘To The President of the United States of America FRANKLIN D. 
ROOSEVELT who gave the ‘Go’ that officially opened the world’s greatest bridge this token is presented 
with the greetings of THE OAKLAND JUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,’ and ‘Here are the golden halves 
of THE GOLDEN LINK in the chain of iron that was burned in two by Governor F. F. Merriam on November 


12th, 1936 to mark completion of the S.F.-OAKLAND BAY BRIDGE.”? 


Courtesy Franklin D. Roosevelt Library, File Number MO 1941.12.15. 


° Oakland Tribune, Wednesday Evening, October 14, 1936, Miniature Of Bay Bridge Is Sent To F. R.; Memento, Wrought in 
Gold And Silver, Ils Forwarded By Junior Chamber Here. 


A Bay Bridge Mystery 
by David W. Lange (R-1779, CA) 


One of the many attractions in the San Francisco Bay area is the Oakland 
Museum. While Oakland is perhaps known for its winning baseball team, its pub- 
lic museum features many fine collections. Among these is its exhibit of Cali- 
fornia History from the time of the native people to the present. 


I was browsing through this area about five years ago when I came across 
what appeared to be an oversize version of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge 
half dollar of 1936. Closer inspection revealed that it was, in fact, a plaster 
model of the coin’s reverse. All details were there including the bridge, ferry 
building, Yerba Buena Island, and a Matson Line ship inbound from Hawaii. 


This was an amusing discovery and, aside from a few tokens and medals, the 
only item of numismatic interest in the exhibit. Not being a member of the Soci- 
ety at the time, I didn’t think to explore the matter more fully. It was not 
until last year’s ANA convention at Seattle that I was spurred into action. Dur- 
ing the Society’s general meeting, I happened to mention this item as an aside. 
Seeing the interest that was generated, I agreed to make an effort to have the 
model photographed for publication in the Trail. 


Allowing for the usual procrastination, I finally got around to contacting 
the Oakland Museum this past January. I spoke with Museum Researcher Marcia 
Eymann, who agreed to look for the model which was no longer on display. Appar- 
ently, its inclusion in the California History exhibit had resulted from the Bay 
Bridge’s golden anniversary in 1986. I had just happened to visit the museum 
at a time which allowed me knowledge of the model’s existence. 


To my relief the plaster was found without delay, and I made an appointment 
to come in and photograph it. I had only a single spotlight with which to work, 
and this made for difficulty in bringing out the entire design. Nevertheless, 

I was able to get at least one shot which was sharp enough that a little extra 
effort from my friend at the camera shop gave me a print suitable for repro- 
duction. The photgraph is shown below. 


The model is a uniface plaster cast which has had a crude reeded edge ap- 
plied. It has also been painted silver to simulate the finished coin. It mea- 
sures twelve inches in diameter and is similar but not identical to the model 
illustrated in the Swiatek/Breen book. Notable differences include finer letter- 
ing in the name of the bridge and a much smaller date. Less apparent, but still « 
distinctive, is the position of the ferry building with respect to the two ships 
and the nearest bridge tower. The model at the Oakland Museum is lower in over- 
all relief and is somewhat less detailed than the one in Swiatek/Breen. 


While this plaster cast is no doubt the work of Bay Bridge sculptor and 
Oakland resident Jacques Schnier, some question remains as to the exact purpose 
of this version. Swiatek and Breen mention that Schnier was directed to make 
revisions to his original work, and this may have been a developmental step in 
the process. The cast does not have an annular fillet which would allow it to 
be grasped by the Mint’s reducing lathe, so it is unlikely that it was prepared 
for the purpose of reduction. More likely is the possibility that it was 


prepared by the artist for presentation as a specimen. of his work 


The model was donated to the museum in 1973 by Dorsey Bwireg Marst is 
previous history is unknown, and no trace has been found of a corresp ring b- 
verse model. The museum owns a specimen of the Bay Bridge nalf dollar, but t 
don’t know whether both it and the model came from the same source. 


After photographing the plaster cast at the Oakland Museum, I happened t: 
relate my experience there to a friend and fellow numismatist. This reminded 
him of an experience he had had some ten years earlier. San Francisco's M. H. 
de Young Museum had requested help from members of the San Francisco Ancient 
Numismatic Society and the Pacific Coast Numismatic Society in cataloging their 
holdings of coins and medals. An inventory was to be prepared for the museum’s 


security department. 


Among the United States coins which my friend encountered was a specimen 
of the Bay Bridge half dollar, which was accompanied by a letter attesting to 
the fact that it was either the first or one of the first specimens struck. 

His memory wasn’t clear on the exact wording. Of course, this development fur- 
ther fueled my interest in this issue, and I was determined to photograph and 
publish this specimen in the Trail. 

Alas, after such a rewarding experience at the Oakland Museum, I was unpre- 
pared for the disappointment which followed. My efforts to locate one coin at 
the de Young were hampered by uncertainty over whose responsibility it was to 
look for it. After speaking to a number of persons, I did finally succeed in 
finding one who was prepared to search through the museum’s storage rooms. 


Despite its being a museum of the fine arts, the de Young apparently does 
not consider numismatics to be one of them, as coins and medals have consis- 
tently been neglected in the museum’s exhibits. I had been warned by several 
persons who had participated in the inventory of the museum’s numismatic pieces 
that they were stored in plain, brown envelopes with very little in the way of 
description. This would make it even more difficult for a non-numismatist to 
locate a particular coin. Even so, I had a willing participant, and I determin- 
ed to check in with him every couple of weeks or so. 


As of this writing, the coin has not yet been found. It is beginning to 
seem that it may never turn up. Interestingly, coins are treated by the museum 
as it would any other artifacts; and the Bay Bridge half dollar, if found, will 
no doubt have an acquisition number painted in its field. This should make for 
a startling photograph when published in the Trail! 


I would like to thank Marcia Eymann of the Oakland Museum for being so help- 
ful in making the museum‘’s cast available for photographing. 


{The photograph of the plaster model discussed in the article is shown on 
the following page. We hope some of-our members will be able to shed light on 
this "mystery." Should you be able to provide any additional information about 
this plaster model, the Trail would like to know about it; you can write to the 
editor or to Helen L. Carmody, and we'll ensure that your correspondence reaches 
David W. Lange. } 


Above is shown a photograph of the plaster model of the Bay Bridge commem 
reverse which is no doubt the work of sculptor Jacques Schnier. The cast is 
twelve inches in diameter and has been painted silver. (Photo courtesy of David 
Lange). 


x * * 


SUSCC. Rest in peace David Lange, Summer 1991, p. 31. 


If not delivered in 5 days return to 
SAN FRANCISCO-OAKLAND 
BAY BRIDGE CELEBRATION 

Rooms 615 - 625 Market Street 
SAN FRANCISCO 


CONTENTS 
MERCHANDISE 


FOURTH CLASS 


POSTMASTER: 
This parcel may be 
opened for postal in- 
spection if necessary. 
Return or forwarding 
postage guaranteed. 


Box 1565, 


Richmond, Calif. 


INSURED 


Original envelope and coin holder for this issue. Courtesy of an avid collector of the commemorative coin series who 
requests to remain anonymous. Courtesy of BluCC Photos. 


Cornelius Vermeule writes: “Some commemorative half dollars wrestle with the problem of portraying 
animals, and others essay panoramic landscapes or views of historic sites. None tries animals or vistas 
on a grander scale on one coin than Jacques Schnier’s 1936 coin for California’s giant new bridge (fig. 
219). Everything is carried out in low relief, with strong outlines and an exceptionally dramatic poising of 
the bridge in the picture plane. The lettering is solid, but so is California’s grizzly bear. The temptation to 
show comprehensive views of harbors on coins has existed ever since Nero adorned a sestertius with 
Rome’s basin at Ostia or Trajan portrayed the inner port of the same complex. Schnier’s grand view from 
San Francisco to Berkeley is comparable to geography on coins and medals of the 16th or 17th centuries, 
Medici memorials to the harbor installations at Leghorn or papal documentation of the enlarged walls of 
Rome. Contrast the sweep of the Bay Bridge with the cramped distortions of the Aswan Dam area on a 
crown of Egypt struck in 1964. 

In style and in scope this coin departs radically from the dull average of commemorative half dollars 
honoring municipal impulses. In being so bold it deserves praise for the aesthetic excitement it generates 
and its artistic success. The bear is a poignant combination of furry power and animal, specifically ursine, 


sympathies.” 19 


10 Numismatic Art in America; Aesthetics of the United States Coinage, 2nd edition, Cornelius Vermeule, Whitman 
Publishing, LLC, 2007, p. 185-186. 


Courtesy of the Commemorative Trail, Winter/Spring 1987. 
(us./archive.org), p. Cover Page. 


“Jacques Schnier Bio: Jacques Schnier (1898-1988), 
Professor Emeritus, Art: Berkeley. Jacques Schnier's 
teaching career at Berkeley spanned 30 years. First 
appointed as a Lecturer in the Department of Architecture, 
he retired as Professor of Art, Emeritus, in 1966. Always a 
dedicated and conscientious teacher, Jacques was also a 
prolific sculptor whose work was widely exhibited and 
given important critical recognition throughout his long 
career. Major University recognition of Jacques' 
achievements came in the form of appointment to the 
Institute of Creative Arts in 1963 and the awarding of the 
Berkeley Citation in 1970. Born in Rumania, Jacques 
came to the United States with his family in 1903 and grew 
up in San Francisco. His formal education included an A.B. 
degree in engineering from Stanford in 1920 and an M.A. 
degree in Sociology from Berkeley in 1939. 

An interest in city planning led to his abandoning a 
successful career in engineering and enrolling in the 
Department of Architecture at Berkeley. This in turn gave 
him his first experience in art, since architecture students 
were required to take art courses. Architectural interests were rapidly supplanted by his fascination with 
sculpture, and he dropped out of school to devote full attention to it. 

Recognition for his work soon followed, including: first prizes in 1928 from the San Francisco Art 
Association and the Seattle Fine Arts Society, in 1929 from the Seattle Art Institute, and in 1936 and 1948 
from the Oakland Art Museum. His public commissions embraced extremes of scale, from the design and 
execution in 1936 of the commemorative half-dollar for the opening of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay 
Bridge, to monumental statues and bas-reliefs for the Golden Gate International Exposition of 1939-40 
and the design and execution of sculpture for Matson Lines' S.S. ‘Lurline’ in 1947. Other examples of his 
commissioned works are the John Galen Howard Memorial (bronze) in the Howard Room of Berkeley's 
Faculty Club and a 32'-high concrete bas-relief on an exterior wall of the Berkeley High School. 

Indicative of the unusual scope of Jacque's interests, besides his early engineering career, was high 
long-time involvement in the fields of mental health and psychoanalysis. He contributed numerous articles 
to journals such as Psychoanalytic Review, Yearbook for Psychoanalysis, International Journal of 
Psychoanalysis, and The American Imago, and was for many years a member of the editorial staff of 
Excerpta Medica (Quarterly), published in Amsterdam. For a number of years he was also on the Board 
of Directors of the Mental Health Society of Northern California. 

Following his retirement in 1966, Jacques' creative energy seemed to double and his work underwent a 
remarkable expansion in maturity, elegance and reach. Having previously favored such materials as 
stone, wood, bronze, marble and copper, he now focused on the medium of carved and polished clear 
acrylic resin (Plexiglas), bringing both high craft and exuberant spirit to bear on its properties of 
transparency, refraction, reflection and brilliance. His concentrated effort in this effulgent but difficult 
material led him to exclaim enthusiastically in 1975 that ‘at last I've found my medium’ and ‘it's as though 
I'm sculpturing pure light. At 76, I'm hitting my stride.’ In 1981 he also began fabricating works in another 
difficult but brilliant medium, stainless steel. 

Honors and recognition continued to be accorded to Jacques as he maintained an active studio well 
into his 80s. In 1979 he received an Award of Honor from the San Francisco Arts Commission, and was 
given a one-man exhibition at the Arts Commission Gallery; 24 of his dazzling crystal acrylic sculptures 
were shown. At the conclusion of a month and a half showing of his work at the Civic Arts Gallery in 
Walnut Creek, the mayor proclaimed January 5, 1984, as Jacques Schnier Day in Walnut Creek, in 
recognition of his continuing enrichment of the artistic, cultural and educational environment of our City.’ 


Jacques' participation in exhibitions was too extensive to list here in full, but a partial listing can suggest 
its scope. One-man shows included those at Stanford University Museum; Seattle Art Institute; Santa 
Barbara Museum of Art; Judah L. Magnes Museum, Berkeley; Gallaudet College, Washington, D.C.; 
James Willis Gallery, San Francisco; and the Walnut Creek Civic Arts Galley. Some of the numerous 
group shows which included his work were held at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the Dallas Museum, 
Portland Art Museum, Crocker Art Gallery in Sacramento, and the Los Angeles Museum. Included in 
public collections containing work by Jacques are the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art, California 
Palace of the Legion of Honor, Oakland Museum, Santa Barbara Museum of Art, Smithsonian Institution, 
Crocker Art Gallery and Stanford University Museum. 

Jacques made major contributions to the University, being instrumental in the expansion of a simple 
clay modeling course into a full group major leading to the B.A. in sculpture and, later, in organizing the 
curriculum for the M.A. degree in sculpture and in developing the studio facilities for the program. He was 
a member of the Building Committee for the construction of Wurster Hall and served for several years as 
Graduate Adviser in sculpture. 

Clarity, thoroughness, precision, intensity, commitment and enthusiasm are the terms used in 
reference to Jacques by those who knew him. His life and his creative work amply reflect the accuracy of 
those assessments. We are fortunate that shortly before his death Jacques completed a comprehensive 
personal oral history, produced by the Regional Oral History Office of the Bancroft Library and sponsored 
by the Judah L. Magnes Museum in Berkeley. 

Titled A Sculptor's Odyssey, the history is available for study at the Bancroft Library, the Magnes Museum 
and the UCLA Library Department of Special Collections. 
Jacques Schnier died March 24, 1988, at the age of 89. He is survived by his wife Dorothy, his son 


Claude, his daughter Rebecca, his stepson Max Gruenberg Jr. and one grandson.”"4 
Congressional Authorization Act: 
[PUBLIC—NO. 820—74™ CONGRESS] 
[S. 4464] 
AN ACT 


To authorize the coinage of 50-cent pieces in celebration of the opening of the San Francisco-Oakland 
Bay Bridge. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, That in commemoration of the opening of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge there shall 
be coined at a mint of the United States to be designated by the Director of the Mint not to exceed two 
hundred thousand silver 50-cent pieces of standard size, weight, and composition, and of a special 
appropriate single design to be fixed by the Director of the Mint, with the approval of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, but the United States shall not be subject to the expense of making the necessary dies and 
other preparations for this coinage. 

SEC. 2. The coins herein authorized shall bear the date 1936, irrespective of the year in which they are 
minted or issued, shall be legal tender in any payment to the amount of their face value, and shall be 
issued only upon the request of the San Francisco Clearing House Association, upon payment by it of the 
par value of such coins, but not less than twenty-five thousand such coins shall be issued to it at any one 
time and no such coins shall be issued after the expiration of one year after the date of enactment of this 
Act. Such coins may be disposed of at par or at a premium by such association and the net proceeds 
shall be used by it in defraying the expenses incidental and appropriate to the commemoration of such 
event. 


11 University of California, Berkeley. 


SEC. 3. All laws now in force relating to the subsidiary silver coins of the United States and the coining or 
striking of the same, regulating and guarding the process of coinage, providing for the purchase of 
material, and for the transportation, distribution, and redemption of coins, for the prevention of 
debasement or counterfeiting, for the security of the coins, or for any other purposes, whether such laws 
are penal or otherwise, shall, so far as applicable, apply to the coinage herein authorized. 


Approved, June 26, 1936 


“Bay Bridge Celebration 


SAN FRANCISCO OAKLAND 
BAY BRIDGE CELEBRATION 
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Cover for the Official Program for the celebration. An item in my Numismatic Library. 


“Forward 

San Francisco Bay is bridged! Traffic flows over a great ribbon of steel and concrete eight and one- 
quarter miles long! That which has been envisioned for five decades has become a reality. Work was 
started on this vast project a little more than three years ago. 

San Francisco celebrates! The rejoicing is more than a tribute to the brains and brawn that went into 
this vast undertaking. 

It is more than a tribute to the engineering wonder of this decade. 

We celebrate a monument to the indomitable and undying spirit of the West. 


The Celebration 

The days from November 11th to 15th are gala ones for San Francisco. Into them are crowded all the 
glamour and all the joyful anticipation of what the bridge will mean to the future—a future well founded on 
a brilliant past. 

From Embarcadero to the Civic Center, Market Street is decorated to create an illusion that traffic is 
travelling on the floor of the bridge. Hospitality and festivity strike the keynote of the week. 
Clubs and lodges declare open house, hotels and night clubs offer special features. The shops hold 
fashion shows and Foreign quarters, picturesquely decorated, have special programs. 

For the unusual photographs used in this program credit is due to the California Toll Bridge Authority, 
Californians, Inc., and Gabriel Moulin. 
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San Francisco Bay is bridged! Traffic flows over a great ribbon of steel and concrete eight and one-quarter miles long! 
That which has been envisioned for five decades has become a reality. Work was started on this vast project a little more 
than three years ago. Courtesy Official Souvenir Program, page 2. 


OFFICIAL SOUVENIR PROGRAM 
SAN FRANCISCO - OAKLAND BAY BRIDGE 
CELEBRATION—NOVEMBER 11-15, 1936 
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 


CITIZENS’ COMMITTEE 


MAYOR ANGELO J. ROSSI FRANCK R. HAVENNER 
Honorary Chairman Chairman 
L. M. GIANNINI 
Chairman, Finance 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 


WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11 


9:30 A. M. Armistice Day Parade (Oakland) Parade forms at 8th and Harrison Streets. Proceeds to 12th 
Street to Broadway, up Broadway to 20th Street to Lake Merritt and follows lake shore to Scottish Rite 
Temple. 


1:30 P. M. Military Pageant (Berkley) Drill and parade including many civic and fraternal organizations. 
California Memorial Stadium. 


2:00 P. M. Football Game (San Francisco) University of San Francisco vs. Texas A. & M., Kezar 
Stadium. 


3:45 P. M. Football Game (Berkley) California Memorial Stadium. 250th Coast Artillery of San Francisco 
vs. 159th Infantry of Oakland, immediately following the pageant. 


The West Bay Crossing from Yerba Buena Island. Page 3. 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 12. 


The first of the three Gala Days in the great Five-Day Fiesta. In addition to scheduled events the 
following are of interest: 


East Bay Crossing. By night, looking toward Toll Plaza. 


World’s largest. Vehicular tunnel through solid rock is 76 feet wide, 58 feet high and 540 feet long. Night photograph. 
OPEN HOUSE. Commercial ships in bay open for public inspection between 10:00 A. M. and 5 P. M. at 
their respective docks. 


Yerba Buena Island. By night, looking east from East Portal of Tunnel. 


Drama in construction. Men worked hundreds of feet above and hundreds of feet beneath the waters of the Bay to raise 
and anchor the great towers. 


EXCURSION BOAT (San Francisco Bay) The ferry boat ‘City of Sacramento’ will be operated on the bay as 
an excursion boat taking in all the points of interest. Trips will last from two to three hours. Schedule of 
departure at the Southern Pacific Company. 


9:00 A. M. Finish of River Boat Race (San Francisco). Racing Boats from Sacramento and Stockton will 
finish at Pier 3. 


10:00 A. M. Marine Parade (San Francisco). 500 pleasure and work boats form at Pier 48-A for bay 
parade. Massed Flight of Navy Aircraft (San Francisco). 250 planes from aircraft carriers in bay will 
make a flight over the entire bay area from San Mateo to San Rafael. 


Upper Deck. Six lanes of auto traffic over the gigantic span, p. 6. 


Ceremony at Bridge Head (Oak/and). Governor Merriam’s party of officials and dignitaries met by East 
Bay Delegation and group from San Francisco for ceremony to precede actual opening of the bridge at 
eastern end. 


10:00 to 12:00A. M. Rowing Club Races. Shells from local rowing clubs compete over a course off the 
Marina. 


They didn’t have to raise the bridge! Optical illusion caused by distance of battleship from bridge. Ample clearance at high 
tide for the largest vessel is afforded by 200 foot high decks of the West Bay Crossing. 


10:20 A. M. Marine Parade. Starting at Pier 48-A parade follows along the line of the bridge to Yerba 
Buena Island, under the bridge and back to the San Francisco shore line just north of Ferry Building, then 
along waterfront north and west to Transport Docks. 


10:40 A. M. Dedication of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. (Oakland Bridgehead). The 
Governor, accompanied by an official party of civic and business leaders, will cut the link barrier. 


11:00 A. M. Dedication at Bridgehead. (San Francisco). By Governor Merriam and party. Accompanied 
by a 19-gun salute and blowing of whistles by all merchant craft in bay. 


11:00 to 11:30 A. M. Stunt Flying and additional maneuvers by flyers of Naval Air Force over bay in 
vicinity of Bridge and Yerba Buena Shoals. 


11:30 A. M. Sea Scout Demonstration (San Francisco). This event includes sail boat and pulling boat 
races off Marina. 


11:30 to 12:30 A. M. Air Show. Acrobatics, specialty stunts, sky writing, stunt flying by commercial 
aviators. 


12:00 Noon Pacific Coast Yacht Regatta (San Francisco) Fourteenth Annual Pacific Coast Yacht 
Regatta. Sailing boats in all classes from practically every yacht club on Pacific Coast compete for 
championship trophies under supervision of Pacific Coast Yachting Association. Regatta will continue on 
Saturday, November 14. Races will cover entire north bay area. Start and finish lines off of St. Francis 
Yacht Club on Marina. 


Atop Telegraph Hill. A gorgeous view of the Bay and the Bridge West Bay Crossing from the base of Coit Memorial. 


12:30 P. M. Governor Merriam Luncheon (Oakland). Honoring Governor Merriam and San Francisco 
and East Bay officials and dignitaries. Official celebration luncheon Hotel Oakland, City of Oakland as 
host. 


12:30 to 2:00 P. M. Air Craft Parade. Private air craft from bay area form parade starting from Mills Field. 
Parade up west side of bay, over line of bridge to Oakland, over Berkeley and Richmond across to Marin 
County, over line of Golden Gate Bridge, circle over San Francisco, cross to Oakland again along line of 
bridge. Thence to their respective airports. 


1:00 to 4:00 P. M. Public Inspection of United States Fleet. All ships of Navy in Bay open for visiting 
and inspection by public between these hours each day while in port. 


1:30 P. M. Purse Seiner Race (San Francisco). Fishing boats will compete for prizes over course from 
Marina to Richmond, past South Hampton shoals, back through Racoon Straits, past Alcatraz Island and 
back to finish off Marina. 

2:00 P. M. Swimming Races (San Francisco). Various classes and distances raced by men and women. 
Diving exhibitions and other water sports held at S. F. Aquatic Park. 


Outboard Motorboat Events (Oakland). Outboard motor boats and other small boats compete on Lake 
Merritt. 


Twin suspension spans of West Bay Crossing. Fourteen 
hundred foot cantilever span of East Bay Crossing and 
Berkeley Hills in background. 


2:00 to 3:00 P. M. Naval Reserve Air Show 
(Oakland). Flying exhibition and maneuvers by 
the Navy Air Reserve. 


2:30 P. M. California Nautical School 
Demonstration (San Francisco). Off Marina 
students will give demonstrations of abandoning 
boat drill, life saving drill, etc. 


3:00 to 4:30 P. M. Air Parade. Commercial 
planes led by a Pan-American Clipper ship 
parade following line of private craft. 


4:00 P. M. Navy Whaleboat Race (San 
Francisco) Whaleboats from Naval craft in bay 
compete in race alongside man-of-war row. 


5:30 P. M. Lighting of Bridge. Four planes 
carrying red and green flares—two from the east 
and two from the west—cross bridge 
simultaneously giving signal fro turning on lights 
on bridge and approaches. 


7:00 P. M. Searchlight Display. Navy craft 
searchlight display on bay at same time stores 
and buildings in San Francisco will be lighted up. 


Chief Petty Officers’ Dinner (San Francisco). Dinner to honor Chief Petty Officers of Fleet at Sir Francis 
Drake Hotel. 


8:00 P. M. Flares Lighted. Coit Memorial Tower, Exposition Shoals and other vantage points in the bay 
region will be lighted up by flares. 
Fireworks (Oakland). Lake Merritt. 


Band Concert (Oakland). Will be held at Lake Merritt. 


Comet Dive. Airplane will dive from point 18,000 feet over Bridge with flaming tail to start fireworks 
display. 


8:05 to 9:00 P. M. Fireworks (San Francisco). Display following airplane comet dive. Fired from barge 
anchored off central bridge pier in middle of bay. 


9:00 P. M. Kleig and Searchlight Display from various vantage points in San Francisco. 
Enlisted Men’s Dance (Dreamland Auditorium). 
Colored Enlisted Men’s Dance (Garibaldi Hall). 


Oakland Public Ball (San Francisco, Fairmont Hotel). In the Oakland Auditorium for the general public. 
No admission charge. 


San Francisco seen from hood of Tower W-2. Each of the four great towers represents a construction job comparable to a 
60-story skyscraper. 


10:00 P. M. Navy Ball (San Francisco, Fairmont Hotel). To honor the Commander in Chief, the Officers of 
the U. S. Fleet and their ladies. 


ADDITIONAL EVENTS 
Palace Hotel. Shrine Luncheon Club, Palm Court, 12:15. Special Bridge Celebration Luncheon, all Civic 
clubs invited to join. Henry Boyen, Presiding Officer. Elaborate program. 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13 Grand Stand tickets on sale at various agencies. 


2:00 P. M. Parade Pageant (San Francisco). Along the line of march from the Embarcadero via Market 
Street to the Civic Center. 


THE PAGEANT 
W. H. MOULTHROP, Parade Director 


SETH L. BUTLER, Assistant Parade Director CYRUS VOORHIES, Adjutant 
EDW. L. SILLER, Assistant Parade Director HARRY VOORHIES, Adjutant 


DIVISION No. 1-Section A 


DIVISION No. 2-Section A (continued) 


Police Band. 


6th Coast Artillery Band. 


Police Drum Corps. 


6th Coast Artillery Battalion of four companies. 


Chief of Police Wm. J. Quinn, mounted. 


Section B 


Aide to Chief Quinn, mounted. 


Bugler and four runners U. S. S. New York. 


Parade Director W. H. Moulthrop, mounted. 


Band-U. S. S. New York, Maryland, West Virginia. 


Four motorcycle aides. 


Marine Battalion, U. S. S. New York. 


Mounted Police Color Guard. 


Three Rifle Companies of U. S. S. New York, 
West Virginia, Maryland. 


Company of Mounted Police. 


U. S. S. New York Naval Battalion. 


Company of Foot Police. 


Band-U. S. S. Tennessee, California, West Virginia 


Section B 


U.S. S. West Virginia Naval Battalion. 


Municipal Band. 


U.S. S. Maryland Naval Battalion. 


Ventura County Arabian Horses (5). 


Section C 


Honorary Mounted Escort-16 girls. 


250th Coast Artillery National Guard Band. 


Governor Frank F. Merriam, Mayor Angelo J. 
Rossi, and General Chairman Frank R. Havenner. 


250th Coast Artillery National Guard Battalion of 
three companies. 


Admiral W. D. Leahy, U. S., and Aide. 


Section D 


Rear-Admiral A. St. Clair Smith, U. S. N., and Aide. 


and. 


Major-General Geo. S. Simonds, U. S. A., and Aide 


R.O. T.C.B 
R. O. T. C. Battalion of three companies. 


Major-General James C. Breckinridge, U.S. M. C., 
and Aide. 


Section E 


DIVISION No. 2—Section A Los Angels County Sheriff's Mounted Posse. 
30th Infantry Band. Other mounted riders. 
30th Infantry Battalion of four companies. 


DIVISION No. 3-Section A 


Druids of California Float. 


California Grays Band. 


Section D 


California Grays Marching Unit. 


Merced County Band. 


San Francisco Lead Float. 


Auxilian Institute Y. L. I. Drill Team. 


Section B 


McQuaide Post V. F. W. Drum Corps. 


Fresno State Jr. College Band. 


San Joaquin County Float. 


S. F. Elks Drill Team. 


DIVISION No. 6—Section A 


Mission Council Y. M. I. Drill Team. 


Chinese Band in costume. 


Municipal Railway Drum Corps. 


15 Horses with Chinese girl riders in ancient Chinese 
costume—each horse led by a costumed Chinese. 


S. F. Florists Float. 


Kwai Wah School Band (Sacramento). 


Section C 


Chinese Dragon. 


University of California Band. 


Chinese Float. 


Gabrielle Institute Y. L. I. Drill Team. 


DIVISION No. 7—Section A 


Los Angeles City Float. 


Rainbow Band (Union). 


Section D 


Organized Labor Float. 


Columbia Park Boys Club Band. 


Section B 


Del Mar Institute Y. L. I. Drill Team. 


Red Union Band. 


Marvelous Marin County Float. 


Commandery De Molay Drill Team. 


Division No. 4—Section A 


Associated Oil Company Float. 


University of San Francisco Don Band. 


Section C 


Utopia Parlor N. D. G. W. Drill Team. 


Orange Union Band. 


Bethel No. 12 Alameda Job’s Daughters 
Drill Team. 


S. F. Chapter Order De Molay. 


San Francisco Boys Club Band. 


Hungarian Society Float. 


Standard Oil Company Float. 


Section D 


Section B 


Yellow Union Band. 


Sacramento Fireman’s Band. 


Independent Order of Foresters. 


Junipero Serra Y. L. |. Drill Team. 


Gooderham & Worts, Ltd., Float. 


Excelsior Circle No. 2 Companions of 
Foresters Drill Team. 


DIVISION No. 8—-Section A 


Service Post American Legion Drum Corps. 


Green Union Band. 


Humboldt County Float. 


Fraternal Order of Eagles Drill Team. 


Section C 


Monterey County Float. 


Algerian Patrol, Occidental Post American 
Legion. 


Section B 


Hiram Walker Float 


Blue Union Band. 


DIVISION No. 5—Section A 


Golden Gate Patrol Ahepa Drill Team. 


Sequoia Union High School Band 


Daughters of Penelope Drill Team. 


San Mateo County American Legion 
Auxiliary Drill Team. 


Railway Express Company Float. 


Redwood Aerie No. 418 Eagles Drill Team. 


Section C 


San Mateo County Float. 


Indigo Blue Union Band. 


Section B 


Delores Institute Y. L. |. Drill Team. 


Sacramento |. O. O. F. Band. 


Napa County Float. 


Section D 


Fresno |. O. O. F. Drum Corps. 


Violet Union Band. 


Odd Fellows Float 


Job’s Daughters, Bethel No. 14 Drill Team 


Section C 


General Electric Float. 


Swiss Band. 


DIVISION No. 9-Section A 


| 
| 
, 
Order of Hermansons Drill Team. | 
| 
| 
, 
St. Catherine Institute Y.L. |. Drill Team | 


Gold Union Band. 


St. Catherine Juniors Drill Team. 


Old Glory Post V. F. W. Auxiliary Drill Team. 


Green Valley Grove Drum Corps. 


Los Angles County Float. 


DIVISION No. 9-Section B 


Golden Gate Parlor N. D. G. W. Drill Team. 


Castro Parlor N. S. G. W. Drum Corps. 


Presidio Parlor N. S. G. W. Drum Corps. 


Dolores Parlor N. D. G. W. Drill Team. 


Santa Clara County Float. 


Twin Peaks Parlor N. D. G. W. Drill Team. 


Section B 


Twin Peaks Parlor N. S. G. W. Drill Corps. 


Guadalupe Parlor N. D. G. W. Drum Corps. 


Red Cross Float. 


Lagan Institute Y. L. |. Drill Team. 


Section C 


Precita Parlor N. S. G. W. Drum Corps. 


Olympic Club Band. 


Public Utilities Float. 


Presidio Parlor N. D. G. W. Drill Team. 


Section C 


Plumas County Float. 


Emeryville Post V. F. W. Drum Corps. 


Section D 


Women of the Moose Drill Team. 


South San Francisco Parlor N. S. G. W. Drum 
Corps. 


City Ice Delivery Float. 


Oakland Bethel No. 1, Job’s Daughters, Drill 
Team. 


Section D 


Bethel No. 37, Job’s Daughters, Drill Team. 


Improved Order of Redmen and Degree of Poca- 
hontas Drum Corps. 


Mission Parlor N. S. G. W. Drum Corps. 


San Bernardino County (20 Mule Team). 


Job’s Daughters, Bethel No. 37, Float. 


DIVISION No. 12-Section A 


DIVISION No. 10-Section A 


Filipino Federation, Inc., Band 


Southern Pacific Club Band. 


Metamora Stamm Drill Team. 


Buena Vista Parlor N. D. G. W. Drill Team 


Roma Wine Company Float. 


National Parks Service Float. 


Section B 


Section B 


Sunset Post American Legion Drum Corps. 


Guadalupe Parlor N. S. G. W. Drum Corps. 


Pythian Sunshine Girls Drill Team. 


Phil Sheridan Council Y. M. |. Drill Team. 


Berkeley Post American Legion Drum and Bugle 
Corps. 


Pacific Telephone & Telegraph Company Flo- 


Carmel Institute Y. L. |. Drill Team. at 


Rincon-Gabrielle Parlor N. S. & N. D. Drum 


Corps. Section C 
Golden Gate Bridge and Highway District 
Float. S. F. Boy Scouts Scottish Drum Corps. 


Section C Boy Scouts Marching Unit. 


Mt. St. Joseph’s Alician Girls Band. Park Commission Float. 


Alberian Institute Y. L. |. Drill Team. Section D 


Genevieve Parlor N. D. G. W. Drum Corps. Salvation Army Band. 


Mission Parlor N. D. G. W. Drill Team. McKinnon Institute Y. L. |. Drill Team. 


Mission Parlor N. D. G. W. Drum Corps. In Memoriam Float 


San Benito County Float. Rear Police Guard 


DIVISION No. 11—Section A 


S. F. News Carriers Band. 


FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 13 
2:00 P. M. Parade Pageant (continued) 


Wandering Minstrels. Will move about the downtown area serenading in various stores, hotels and 
public places during the parade and through the evening. 


7:30 P. M. San Francisco Grand Opera (War Memorial Opera House). ‘Die Walkure’ 
8:30 P. M. Fireworks (Marina). 
9:00 P. M. Canadian Legion Ball (War Memorial Building). Open to the public. 


Senior Informal Dance, University of California (St. Francis Hotel). 


If You Like Facts 
About the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge-the largest and longest bridge in the world, spanning the 
largest major navigable body of water yet bridged. 


COSTS 

The bridge is financed entirely without taxation, its cost defrayed by sale of 4 % per cent bonds issued 
against prospective revenues. These bonds have been purchased at a discount increasing the yield to 5 
per cent by the Federal Reconstruction Finance Corporation and may eventually be sold to the public. 

In addition to the bonds purchased by the R. F. C., the State Gas Tax Fund loaned $6,600,000 for the 
building of the approaches which sum must be repaid the Gas Tax Fund out of tolls before the bridge can 
be made free to the public. Like a State highway, the completed bridge will be maintained out of the State 
Highway Fund. 

Estimated cost of the bridge— 


Bridge proper.......... $55,000,000 

Interurban car 
installation............. 15,600,000 

Approaches _.......... 6,600,000 
Totals sscc.ts wevekece $77,200,000 


Costs include construction, interest, insurance, administration and all fixed charges. 


To last 1000 years. Close-up of cross truss in tower 
of West Bay Crossing. 


AUTHORITIES 


The San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge 
is a State of California project, the supreme 
head of which is the California Toll Bridge 
Authority of which Governor Frank F. 
Merriam is Chairman. 

The bridge was built by private contract 
under the supervision of the San Francisco- 
Oakland Bay Bridge Division of the State 
Department of Public Works, of which Earl 
Lee Kelly is Director. 

C. H. Purcell is Chief Engineer of the San 
Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. 


TRAFFIC ESTIMATES 


PASSENGERS 
Year | Vehicles Vehicular Interurban 
1937 | 6,000,000 | 12,6000,000 | 42,600,000 
1943 | 7,590,000 | 15,180,000 | 47,980,000 
1950 | 9,465,000 | 18,930,000 | 54,530,000 


LENGTH OF PROJECT 


San Francisco terminal to San Francisco 

anchorage 4,200 feet 
West Bay Crossing 10,450 feet 
Island Section 2,950 feet 
East Bay crossing to Toll Plaza 19,400 feet 
Toll Plaza to Oakland terminal 6,500 feet 
Total 43,500 feet=8% miles 


QUANTITY OF MATERIALS 


Structural steel 152,000 tons 
Cable Wire 18,500 tons 
Reinforcing 

Steel 30,000 tons 
Concrete 1,000,000 cu. yds. 
Cement 1,300,000 bbls. 
Timber 30,000,000 F. B. M. 
Paint 200,000 gals. 


Aerial beacons top each of the four towers of West Bay Crossing and East Bay Cantilever Span. Automatically controlled 
and synchronized, p. 10. 


The new San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge is more than a tribute to the engineering genius of this decade. It is a 
monument to the indomitable and undying spirit of the West. 
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Mighty Steel. In all, 152,000 tons of structural steel was used in the bridge. 


WEST BAY CROSSING 


Height of towers 
above water 474 and 519 feet 
Depth of piers 
Below water 100 to 240 feet 
Height of center anchorage above water 300 feet 
Length of center span 2,310 feet 
Length of side spans 1,160 feet 
Clearances (vertical) 
Center of center span 200 feet 
At center anchorage 216 feet 
Number of cables 2 
Diameter of cables 28% in. 
Number of wires in each cable 17,464 
Diameter of each wire 0.195 in. 
Total length of cable wire 70,815 miles 
Total length of 2%” suspender ropes 43 miles 


EAST BAY CROSSING 


Length of main span 1,400 feet 
Clearance above high water 185 feet 
Depth of piers 50 to 242 feet 


More than 8 Miles Long. This aerial view shows San Francisco approaches, West Bay Crossing and, in background, East 
Bay Crossing and Berkeley Hills. 


SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 14 
10:30 A. M. Pacific Coast Regatta (San Francisco). Continuing race series started November 11 and 12. 


2:00 P. M. Football Game (Berkeley) The University of California will be host to the University of Oregon 
in a pacific Coast Conference Game. California Memorial Stadium. 


7:00 P. M. Regatta Night Party (San Francisco). Dinner Dance in honor of all visiting yachtsmen, and 
open to the public. Regatta trophies awarded. Palace Hotel. 


8:00 P. M. Night Electrical Pageant (San Francisco). With the world famed bridges of history and fable 
as a theme there will be presented a pageant of light and color surpassing any previous such parade ever 


held in San Francisco. Line of march same as day parade. 


THE NIGHT PAGEANT 


DIVISION No. 1—Section A 
Police Band. 
Police Drum Corps. 
Chief of Police Wm. J. Quinn, mounted, 
Aide to Chief Quinn, mounted. 
Parade Director W. H. Moulthrop, mounted. 


Aides to Parade Director Moulthrop, mounted. 


Four Police Motorcycle Aides. 
Mounted Police Color Guard. 


DIVISION No. 4—Section A 


Berkeley Post American Legion Drum Corps. 


Horatio at the Bridge. 

Section B 
University of San Francisco Don Band. 
Venetian Bridge. 

Section C 
Monterey Peninsula Post Drum Corps. 
Monterey County Float. 


Company of Mounted Police. 


Section D 


Company of Foot Police. 


Sequoia Union High School Band. 


Section B 


Railway Express Co. Float. 


Honorary Mounted Escorts. 


Section E 


DIVISION No. 2-Section A 


Emeryville Post V. F. W. Drum and Bugle Corps. 


California Grays Band. 


City lce Company Float. 


California Grays Marching Unit. 


DIVISION No. 5—Section A 


San Francisco Lead Float. 


Southern Pacific Club band. 


Section B 


Russian Bridge. 


Sunset Post American Legion Drum Corps. 


Section B 


Los Angles County Float. 


Canadian Legion Drum Corps. 


Section C 


Pont Neuf. 


University of California Band. 


Section C 


San Francisco Florists Float. 


Islam Temple Band. 


Section D 


Islam Patrol. 


Improved Order of Redmen Drum Corps. 


Islam Chanters. 


Man’s First Bridge. 


Islam Arabians and Greeters. 


DIVISION No. 3—Section A 


Metro Goldwyn Mayer Float. 


Stanislaus County Boys Band. 


Section D 


Early Timber Bridge. 


South S. F. Native Sons Drum Corps. 


Section B 


Lima Bridge. 


Seapoint Parlor N. S. G. W. Drum Corps. 


DIVISION No. 6—Section A 


Marvelous Marin, Inc., Float. 


Chinese Band in costume. 


Section C 


50 Chinese Girls with lanterns. 


Olympic Club Band. 


Chinese Dragon. 


Standard Oil Company Float. 


Chinese Drum Corps. 


Section D 


Chinese Float. 


Rainbow Union Band. 


Section B 


Rainbow Bridge 


Drum and Bugle Corps. 


DIVISION No. 6-Section B (Continued) 


DIVISION No. 10—Section C (Continued) 


Ancient Chinese Pageant. 


Tam O’Shanter Float. 


DIVISION No. 7-Section A 


Section D 


San Francisco Boys’ Club. 


Mission Parlor N. D. G. W. Drum Corps. 


First San Francisco Bridge. 


Daughters of Job Bethel No. 37 Float. 


Section B 


Section E 


Twin Peaks Parlor N. S. G. W. Drum Corps. 


Service Post No. 97 American Legion Drum 
Corps. 


Korean Float. 


Los Angeles County Float. 


Section C 


DIVISION No. 11—Section A 


Red Devils of San Jose Drum Corps. 


San Francisco News Carriers Band. 


Santa Clara County Float. 


Irish Float. 


Section D 


Section B 


Genevieve Parlor N. D. G. W. Drum Corps. 


Independent Order of Foresters. 


Hungarian Float. 


Knights of Pythias Float. 


Section E 


Section C 


Columbia Park Boys’ Club Band. 


Mission Parlor N. S. G. W. Drum Corps. 


Organized Labor Float. 


Mayan Float. 


DIVISION No. 8—Section A 


Section D 


Utopia Drum and Bugle corps. 


Filipino Federation, Inc., Band. 


Gilmore Circus. 


Associated Oil Company Float. 


Municipal Railway Drum Corps. 


Section E 


Gilmore Circus (a repeat from above) 


Precita Parlor N. S. G. W. Drum Corps. 


Mission Council Y. M. |. Drum Corps. 


Monkey Bridge. 


Gilmore Circus (a repeat from above) 


DIVISION No. 12—Section A 


Green Valley Grove Druids Drum Corps. 


Swiss Band. 


Gilmore Circus (a repeat from above) 


Blue Willow Plate Float. 


Jos. P. McQuaide Post V. F. W. Drum Corps. 


Section B 


Gilmore Circus (a repeat from above) 


San Mateo County American Legion Drum Corps. 


DIVISION No. 9-Section A 


Red Cross Float. 


Castro Parlor N. S. G. W. Drum Corps. 


Section C 


General Electric Company Float. 


Presidio Parlor N. S. G. W. Drum Corps. 


Section B 


Valhalla Float. 


Occidental Post American Legion Algerian 


Patrol. Section D 

Japanese Float. Calaveras County Miners’ Band. 
Section C Humboldt County Float. 

S. F. Boy Scouts of America Scottish Drum 

Corps. Section E 

National Park Service Float. Tamelpa Parlor N. D. G. W. Drum Corps. 


Section D 


Tibetan Float. 


Salvation Army Band. 


DIVISION No. 13—Section A 


Swedish Float. 


Red Union Band. 


DIVISION No. 10-Section A 


California School of Fine Arts Float. 


Guadalupe Parlor N. D. G. W. Drum Corps. 


Section B 


Spider Web Float. 


Purple Union Band. 


Section B 


U. S. Arts Dept. Float. 


Rincon-Gabrielle N. S. Drum Corps. 


Section C 


Golden Gate Bridge and Highway District 
Float. 


Blue Union Band 


Section C 


California College of Arts and Crafts Float. 


San Francisco Bagpipe Band. 


DIVISION No. 13-Section D 

Green Union Band. 

U. S. Architecture Dept. Float. 
Section E 

Yellow Union Band. 

Rudolph Schaeffer School Float. 
Section F 

Gold Union Band. 

In Memorium Float 

Rear Police Guard 
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San Francisco Terminal. Architect’s drawing of railway terminal to be erected between First and Fremont streets, facing 
Mission. Three elevated tracks for electric cars. Station will be able to handle passengers at rate of 1160 per minute. 


“The Transbay Terminal served as the San Francisco terminus for the electric commuter trains of 
the Interurban Electric (Southern Pacific), the Key System and the Sacramento Northern (Western 
Pacific) railroads, which ran on the south side of the lower deck of the Bay Bridge. Bus services such 
as Greyhound and local Muni streetcar lines had stops at the main entrance. 


History 

The Terminal was designed by Timothy L. Pflueger in the Art Moderne style. Bids were taken for 
construction of the terminal in June 1937, excavation began on 29 July 1937, and the first steel was 
erected on 12 January 1938. Structural concrete was complete by May 1938. The San Francisco- 
Oakland Bay Bridge Electric Railway Terminal Building was formally dedicated on January 14, 1939. 
State Director of Public Works Frank W. Clark turned the facilities over to the State of California, as 
represented by Lieutenant Governor Ellis E. Patterson, who turned over management of the facility to the 
three electric railroad companies. State officials and guests rode electric trains to the opening ceremony. 

Construction of rail facilities (including laying tracks on the bridge and construction of the new San 
Francisco terminal) for the Bay Bridge had cost the state an estimated US$15,000,000 (equivalent to 
$270,200,000 in 2018), and the state had invested an additional US$3,666,129 (equivalent to 
$66,000,000 in 2018) in rolling stock, which was leased to the railroad companies. The terminal cost was 
estimated at US$2,300,000 (equivalent to $41,400,000 in 2018), and it was expected to serve upwards of 


60,000 passengers per day.”" 


1 California Highways and Public Works, 1939 Periodicals, February 1939. 


ar 


Scene at official opening and dedication of San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge Electric Railway Terminal Building in San Francisec, 


Courtesy of California Highways and Public Works, February 1939, p. 6. 


Bay Bridge Terminal Dedicated 

With a few formal words uttered at the dedication ceremonies held in San Francisco January 14, 
Director of Public works Frank w. Clark turned over to Lieutenant Governor Ellis E. Patterson, 
representing Governor Culbert L. Olson, the State-owned Bay Bridge and State-built Bay Bridge terminal 
building and electric railway, the first railway ever to operate directly between Sacramento, Alameda 
County and San Francisco. 


Courtesy of California Highways and Public Works, February 1939, p. 8. 


FRANK W. CLARK 
Director of Public Works 


Interior view of the Bay Bridge Terminal Building. Courtesy of California Highways and Public Works, February 1939, p. 8. 


Interior view of the Bay Bridge Terminal Building. Courtesy of California Highways and Public Works, February 1939, p. 8. 
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Terminal Plaza showing trolley car loop ramp to mezzanine level and street entrances for pedestrians and automobile passengers. 


Courtesy of California Highways and Public Works, February 1939, p. 9. 


OFFICIAL GROUP—Left to right—Frank W. Clark, State Director of Public Works; Lieutenant Governor Ellis E. Patterson; Mayor 
William McCracken of Oakland; Mayor Angelo J. Rossi of San Francisco; John F. Hassler, City Manager of Oakland, and 
C. H. Purcell, Chief Engineer of Bay Bridge and its railway facilities. 


Courtesy of California Highways and Public Works, February 1939, p. 9 
SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15 
10:30 A. M. Pacific Coast Yacht Regatta (San Francisco). Finals in all classes of this event held during 
the morning and after noon. Any ties or reraces required after the completion of the Regatta on November 


14 will be run off in morning. 


Power Cruiser Race (San Francisco). First Annual Championship Regatta under auspices of the 
Northern California Power Cruiser Association. 


2:00 P. M. Football Game (Kezar Stadium). St. Mary’s College vs. Santa Clara University. 
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West Bay Crossing looking toward San Francisco from Yerba Buena Island. Center Anchorage (left foreground) extends 
220 feet below waters of bay to bedrock. 


ries Bec sie San Francisco Approaches. Foreground vehicular approach; 
mid-ground: elevated ramps for electric cars and West Bay 
Bridge. Background: Yerba Buena Island, East Bay Crossing 
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2 San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge Celebration, Official Program, November 11 * 12 * 13 * 14, 25¢. A program in my 
Numismatic Library. 


“San Francisco—(Special To The Democrat)-A program of a magnitude suited to the celebration of the 
greatest forward step in San Francisco’s glamorous history will be held in this city November 12, 13, and 
14. 

The completion of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge, the longest span in the world and the 
engineering wonder of this decade, will be marked by what promises to be the gayest and most elaborate 
fiesta in all the long list of famous San Francisco festivities. 

All the glamour and the joyous anticipation of what the bridge will mean to the future and all the natural 
exuberance which San Franciscans and visitors alike are sure to feel, will be concentrated in the three- 
day program. Tentative plans have been created, subject to such enlargement as may seem suitable. 

The glorious future of San Francisco, well founded on a brilliant past will be the motif of the celebration. 
The color scheme will be the rainbow. The rainbow was believed by the ancients to be the bridge of the 
gods of Oympus [sic] used to visit the earth, and the bible tells the story of the rainbow in Genesis IX: 


‘!do set my bow in the cloud, 
and it shall be for a token of a 
covenant between me and the earth.’ 


The rainbow has always been a symbol of faith in the future. Rainbow colors are violet, blue, green, 
yellow, orange and red. The many faceted charm of San Francisco in which all the color of the world is 
united, is also symbolized by the prismatic colors. Violet for the purple hills, blue for the sunlit bay, yellow 
for the wealth that flows in her streets, orange for the sunset of the Golden Gate, and red for the welcome 
of her hospitable hearth fires in the warm hearted homes of the city. 

The program as planned includes the following major items: November 12: The formal opening of the 
Bay bridge. A day of maritime pageantry including an historical parade of shipping, numerous acquatic 
[sic] sporting events, yacht races and other activities centering in the Bay. 

November 13, the major event will be a great day parade. The rest of the day will be devoted to county 
participation, welcoming of distinguished guests by various civic groups and a general style show and 
exhibition of Christmas merchandise to the visitors from out of town. 

On November 14 the principal feature will be a spectacular night parade featuring the various foreign 
colonies in illuminated floats and brilliant pageantry. 

The Day Parade will represent the past, present and future of the San Francisco metropolitan areas. 

The First Section, the past will show the primitive life of San Francisco; Indians, Spaniards, Mexicans, 
the ‘49ers and the gold rush; the splendid 70’a, the re-birth of the city after the fire of 1906. 

Second Section, the present, will show the industries, the agricultural products, the attainments of labor 
and present day transportation. This section will include the county floats. 

Third Section, the future, will show the imaginative possibilities of air travel; the 1939 Exposition, the 
skyline of the future, the uniting of the metropolitan areas into one great city, etc. 

The Night Parade. The historical and romantic bridges of the world. Some of these are the rainbow 
bridge of the Gods; the cloud bridge to Valhalla; the Tam O’Shanter bridge, the bridge of San Luis Rey, 
Horatius at the bridge, the bridge on the Willow Plate, etc. 

Market street will be decorated to suggest a continuation of the bridge from the Ferry Building to the 
Civic Center. Silver garlands suspended in loops from the electroliers over a base of rainbow-hued 
canvas and banners to represent the pylons of the bridge around each light standard will create the 
illusion that pedestrian and street traffic will actually be traveling on the floor of the bridge. 

Across eight street intersections, clearing the trolley wires will be eight of the great bridges of the world 
in replica, lighted at night by indirect colored lights. Banners representing heraldic design suitable to the 
period of each bridge will be part of the decorations. Individual bridges will be erected at various key 
places in the city, possibly the Marble bridge of Pekin at the entrance to Chinatown. In the Civic Center 
will be erected large grandstands decorated by banners hung from poles. Throughout the city in various 
districts merchants will be encouraged to decorate their stores suitably. Ernest E. Welhe will be in charge 
of the color and design of the memoralize the completion of the Bay bridge, authorized by a bill 
introduced to the Senate by Hiram W. Johnson, and verified by the House on June 18, and signed by 
President Roosevelt on June 26, 1936. The design has been prepared by Jacques Schnier. The obverse 
will represent the California grizzly bear facing forward, symbolic of the future. 


The reverse, the Bay bridge with the East Bay hills in the background and the Ferry Building in the 
foreground, and various types of shipping in the stylized water beneath the bridge. The coins will be half- 
dollar pieces, and will sell for $1.50. 

Headed by Mr. L. M. Giannini, president of the Bank of America, the finance committee drawn from the 
outstanding financial and business leaders in the city has pledged itself to raise the funds to make the 
celebration possible. The United States government has made a grant of P. W. A. funds which will be 
expended for labor to produce the street decorations and the floats for the parades. The city of San 
Francisco will under-write the costs of materials and the sale of the commemorative coins will add its 
quota. 

Letters have been addressed to the boards of supervisors of each county in the State inviting them to 
participate in the celebration by entering floats in the parades and sending delegations to attend the 
festival. Acceptances have already been received from many of the counties. Co-operation has been 


promised by all of the important publicity agencies in this part of the State.”3 


“A spectacular four-day celebration in Oakland and Berkeley from November 11 to 14 will mark the 
opening of the San Francisco-Oakland Bay Bridge. 

Completed plans for the mammoth festival were announced today by Louis J. Breuner, chairman of the 
citizens’ committee on arrangements, and indicate that the celebration will surpass in gaiety and festivity 
anything ever attempted in the Bay Region. 

A huge Armistice Day parade, in which more than 10,000 men under arms will march, will open the four 
days’ festival. Other features include the colorful service football game between picked teams of the 
250th Artillery, Oakland; a Mardi Gras, dazzling fireworks display on Lake Merritt and motor boat races. 


Governor To Participate 

Governor Frank M. Merriam officially will open the world’s largest bridge to travel on the morning of 
November 12 when he cuts a chain on the Oakland bridgehead. Following this ceremony Governor 
Merriam and his staff will cross the bridge to San Francisco where another chain is to be cut. 

Throughout the remainder of the week hotels, clubs and stores will hold special events all in the spirit 
of the festival. Special entertainment will be staged in all the hotels and clubs for the thousands of visitors 
expected in Oakland from all parts of the West. 

From November 9 to 13 a manufacturers’ exposition of East Bay products will be held at Hotel Oakland 
with more than 65 nationally known concerns participating. 

Every night during the exposition an elaborate floor show will be staged. On Tuesday evening 
delegates to the convention of the Northern California Purchasing Agents’ Association will be entertained 
at a banquet and floor show. 


Special Coins 

In honor of the celebration the United States mint is issuing special fifty-cent pieces that can be 
obtained at any bank or through the Oakland Chamber of Commerce. 

Streets of Oakland will be gaily decorated for the entire four-day celebration and those in charge have 
hinted that the decorations will be most elaborate and colorful. 

A military parade of tremendous proportions will open the festivity National Guard and Regular Army 
and Navy units are to be brought to Oakland from all parts of Northern California. These, with R. O. T. C. 
groups, will provide a parade of more than 10,000 men under arms. 

In addition, marching units from every organization having drum corps and drill teams will be in the line 
of march. 

Following the parade a luncheon for officers and civic dignitaries will be held at Hotel Oakland. 

In the afternoon a spectacular and colorful military pageant will precede the service football dame in 
California Memorial Stadium. There will be maneuvers by crack troops, presentation of colors, salutes 
from big guns, music and color. 


3 The Mountain Democrat, Bay Bridge Copmletion [sic] Will Be Celebrated In November; San Francisco To Pay Tribute To 
Its Past, Challenge Future In Three-Day Fiesta Marking Opening Of New Structure. Placerville, California, Thursday, August 
20, 1936. 


The elaborate military and naval pageant is to be one of the main features of the Armistice Day 
celebration, being held in conjunction with Oakland’s four-day bridge opening festival. 

State, local and military dignitaries will be in attendance and several bands will provide exhilarating 
music. 

In the evening a dazzling fireworks display will be held on Lake Merritt under the direction of the 
Oakland Chamber of Commerce. The display of pyrotechnics is to be the most elaborate ever seen in this 
area. 


Mardi Gras, Ball 

Following the fireworks display the municipal auditorium will be the setting for a free military ball. 

Simultaneously, a Mardi Gras will be held in several roped off areas of the downtown streets with 
dancing, music and entertainment. 

The next morning Governor Merriam will open the bridge to travel. These ceremonies are to be 
broadcast over a coast-to-coast radio network. 

As Governor Merriam cuts the tape airline carriers, anchored outside the Golden Gate, will release 
approximately 250 fighting planes to roar in formation over the bridge and the bay cities. After this, Army 
planes will take to the air in formation flights. 

Intricate maneuvers and aerial acrobatics will be followed by flights of commercial planes. At the same 
time a regatta will be under way in the bay with races between all types of watercraft all gaily decorated 
for the festive occasion. 


Official Luncheon 

Following the San Francisco ceremonies the official party, dignitaries and citizens from all the bay 
communities, officials from all cities in California, governors of western states, Army and Navy officials 
and Federal officials will come to Oakland for the official bridge opening luncheon. 

Provision has been made to care for more than 1000 persons. Neither expense nor effort is being 
spared to make this luncheon one of the most elaborate ever held in the Bay District. 

Special decorations and entertainment is being provided. Following the luncheon speed boat races will 
be held on Lake Merritt. That evening there will be another spectacular fireworks display followed by 
another free ball at the auditorium. 

There will be dancing in the street and other special entertainment for the city’s guests throughout the 
remainder of the week. More than 250,000 persons from all parts of California, Nevada and Oregon are 
expected to attend Oakland’s ‘open house.’ 


All Cities Join 

Berkeley, Oakland, Alameda and Piedmont schools are participating in the celebration by encouraging 
the students to write plays, poems and essays commemorating the event. Special assemblies are to be 
held in every school throughout the East bay at the time of the dedicatory ceremonies to permit the 
students to listen to the broadcast. 

Members of the citizens’ committee under Mr. Breuner are: Mayor Edward N. Ament, R. L. Billings, 
Edward Bradley, W. J. Buchanan, R. E. Claeys, Merrick W. Creagh, Jr., James Donlon, E. M. Downer, 
Oliver Ellsworth, J. N. Eschen, Charles Guy, William J. Hamilton, William F. Huber, A. J. LaCoate, William 
J. McCracken, Arthur E. Manter, Thomas Orloff, Frank E. Tiller, George E. Tiller, George T. Tubbs and O. 
C. Yenne. 

Members of the executive committee are: Supervisor Thomas E. Caldecott, R. A. Carrington, Jr., H. 
Buford Fisher, J. F. Hassler, Joseph R. Knowland, S. E. Reinhard, William P. St. Sure, H. W. Saunders, 


S. E. Stretton, City Managers: Hollis R. Thompson and Harold D. Weber.”4 


# Berkeley Daily Gazette, East Bay Cities Will Unite in Mammoth Bridge Opening Fete. Wednesday Evening, October 14, 
1936. 


BAY BRIDGE MEMENTO 


“When President Roosevelt was unable to come to the opening ceremonies of the San Francisco- 
Oakland Bay Bridge on November 12, members of the Oakland Junior Chamber of Commerce decided to 
send the Bridge to him. 

So today a miniature of the giant span, wrought in silver and gold, is being packed and will go forward 
to the Chief Executive with a Christmas card from the Oakland Junior Chamber of Commerce. 

President H. Buford Fisher, and Secretary Hal Corbin of the civic organization retrieved the halves of 
the golden link that was burned in two by Governor Merriam and turned them over to Davidson & Licht, 
Oakland jewelers, for the construction of a souvenir for the President. The firm entrusted the job of 
designing and executing the memento to H. M. Iversen, master jeweler and the resulting piece is his 
work. 


Burl Used In Base 

The token is in the form of a heavy paper weight measuring six by eight inches; a base of California 
redwood burl with a single span of the great bridge, complete in every detail, swung between towers 
formed by the halves of the golden link and rising above a relief map of the Bay showing the bridge in its 
exact geographical situation and proportion. 

Metropolitan Oakland with its unique and efficient system of approaches is indicated in detail as are all 
features of Oakland’s harbor system. The Bay Bridges exposition site with its advantageous location also 
is indicated. As a direction-indicator on the map one of the commemorative Bay Bridge coins is framed 
into the design. 


Panels Carry Message 

Completing the picture are two panels of engraving, one of presentation to the President and the other 
of explanation. These read as follows: ‘To The President of the United States of America FRANKLIN D. 
ROOSEVELT who gave the ‘Go’ that officially opened the world’s greatest bridge this token is presented 
with the greetings of THE OAKLAND JUNIOR CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,’ and ‘Here are the golden halves 
of THE GOLDEN LINK in the chain of iron that was burned in two by Governor F. F. Merriam on November 


12th, 1936. to mark completion of the S.F.-OAKLAND BAY BRIDGE.”® 


5 Oakland Tribune, Miniature Of Bay Bridge Is Sent To F. R.; Memento, Wrought in Gold And Silver, Is Forwarded By Junior 
Chamber Here. Wednesday Evening, October 14, 1936. 


